NAFEA Annual Conference 2007
South Australia

The Practicum Partnership group, consisting of Adelaide University, Tabor Adelaide, The University of SA and Flinders University, has met three times during 2007.

The meetings have been especially successful in continuing a cooperative spirit in sharing practicum placements in schools and in discussing new ways of increasing the total number of places available in schools.
Representatives of Catholic Education, the Teachers Registration Board, Lutheran Education and the Department of Education and Children’s Services (DECS), have been invited to attend meetings and have made a significant contribution.

A presentation by the Teachers Registration Board outlined new requirements for registration for graduates entering the teaching profession. A minimum of 80 days of professional teaching experience must be completed for 4 year under-graduates and 60 days for 2 year graduate entry students.
The recent DEST briefing session outlining the new requirements for 60/120 practicum days has been discussed.

At our most recent meeting, comparisons between the various university practicum programs were explained and examined.

Aspects of the Parliamentary Inquiry “Top of the Class” report have been rigorously discussed leading to a much heightened awareness by DECS, Catholic Education and Lutheran Education of the need for providers to offer far more practicum places.

Ongoing discussions have centered on issues relating to:

What is a practicum day?

What are the various models of professional teaching experience in SA?

What are our strengths and challenges?

What is good supervision of the practicum?

What feedback do we get from students regarding the success, or otherwise, of professional teaching experience?

What “soft skills” do students need prior to placement and how can these skills be introduced and developed? 

The issue of country practicum placements has attracted considerable comment, especially with regard to the costs for students associated with rural and remote country placements.
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