2009 NAFEA Conference
Day 1 Round Table Discussions (Education)

Topics discussed included:

· Communication – communication is crucial to gaining placements. The preferred modes of communication were discussed, including email, faxes, letters and phone. Email and faxes were considered beneficial especially when time poor.

· Systematic approach to placing students – interactions with schools, DET and DEEWR were discussed. The need for a nationwide systematic way of placing students was suggested.
· Academic involvement – there needs to be more collaboration with academics so they are aware of the ‘nitty-gritty’ of placing students in schools. Student placements should not be a separate entity.

· University partnerships – partnerships need to be developed within the university (with academic staff), before partnerships with schools can be developed.

· Improvement – placing students in schools should not be seen as something “across to the side”, it should involve the whole university.

· Practicum – should be seen as central to teacher education programs
· Communication with students – the problem of students not reading their emails was raised. Sending an SMS is a recent development being utilised.

· External students – placing external students in schools and ensuring quality in different states is a concern.

· Evaluations/Reports – students are placed in a variety of schools and the evaluation of the students in these different contexts varies considerably. There should be National standards and National terminology used (e.g. the single days leading into a block practicum are called ‘Distributed Days’ at ECU but have different names at other universities.

· Police clearances – ‘Working with Children’ clearances take time and the type, number of and cost of clearances required varies across universities. Students should have the clearances in place before being enrolled in the course (part of the enrolment process).

· Exit points – Graduate Diploma students should have an exit point available to them (as is currently available for Bachelor of Education students) so the units they have successfully completed (without any Prac) are acknowledged. They may not be suitable for classroom teaching but their education studies can still be recognised.
