“MAKING IT REAL- CONNECTING THROUGH PROFESSIONAL LEARNING”
This presentation will focus on two primary schools, Bertram PS and Bletchley Park PS, both Independent Public schools in Western Australia, where a new initiative in initial teacher practicums is being piloted by Murdoch University in 2010.
Murdoch’s innovative mentoring model connects pre-service teachers with quality practitioners in a school setting for extended periods of time, including their set practicum sessions. It attaches student teachers to a “real” learning environment for a whole year, for each year of their course. This enables immersion into a school community, and promotes and encourages student teachers to engage with staff in understanding the diverse role of teachers and the role of the school in the community. The student teachers will experience the power of pedagogy in practice. A sense of “belonging” is evoked in students and staff, and they are supported by ‘in school’ dedicated professional learning partners/supervisors.
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